Stories from NC Families

Why We Need a State
Earned Income Tax Credit

“The NC EITC made a huge difference for me when our state had it. | was a single
mom of 2 girls. Now | am raising my grandson,” Angela said, “If we had that credit

back, it would again make a huge difference. Simple transportation repairs, a
pair of shoes for his ever-growing feet, or even new school supplies are ways that
would help us tremendously.

"The EITC puts families on the edge of just making it into a better place,” Katie
said, “The EITC means [purchasing] a used set of tires so that we can get to work
safely, catching up on debt, a pediatric dentist appointment, clothes that our
little ones desperately need, or a few grocery store trips.”

"I believed | would be married forever. | was wrong,” said a former EITC receiver
who requested to remain anonymous, “I had nothing left but my children and we
fled. Gone was the house, my life savings, my entire world. And | started over. And
now though | have a college degree and 25 years of workforce experience, | work
three, no, now four jobs to make ends meet for myself and my kids. Every dime
counts,” she said, “Without the tax credit, we would never make it through the
summer months .. because | am a teacher and that income ceases.”

"The EITC helps me bridge the gap between my paycheck and the needs |
usually can't afford: tires for the car, clothes for the kids,” Betsy says, “l fook
a bookkeeping course so | could work from home and actually cover my

expenses, decrease my childcare costs, and take my daughter to the weekly
medical appointments she needs. But right now, | still can't make ends meet ...
This check is a lifeline.”
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These stories were collected by MomsRising from families across the state in 2013-2014 immediately following the repeal of the state EITC. Shared with permission.
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