
Financial Stability,  
Economic Mobility  
Policies Build  
Strong Families
NC families are struggling 
More than 

1.3 million 
North 
Carolinians 
were living in poverty 
in 2022.

Policies that 
increase the 
economic self-
sufficiency of 

families alleviate parental 
stress and help establish a 
stable household—two factors 
that help protect children 
from abuse and neglect.

Policies that help families meet their needs (paid family 
and medical leave, child tax credit, earned income 
tax credit, quality affordable child care) can help keep 
parents in the workforce. 

Parents can be trusted to use support like the Earned 
Income Tax Credit on child care, food, rent and other 
necessities to take care of their children. 

Financial struggles and 
poverty overload parents 
and increase the risk of 
children’s mental and 
emotional disorders, poor 
adult health, and child abuse 
and neglect.

Poverty does not equal neglect, but... 
87% of reports to North Carolina’s Child 
Protective Services are for neglect (not 
being able to afford rent, nutritious food, 
or warm coats for children). These reports 
overload the CPS system and make it more 
likely that abuse cases are overlooked. 

•	 Child health and healthy brain 
development

•	 Safer environments for children
•	 Parents’ ability to participate in 

the workforce

•	 Reports of child abuse and neglect, 
and deaths from abuse

•	 Foster care placements
•	 CPS investigation and the trauma of 

children’s removal from parents
•	 Homelessness

Increased DecreasedEconomic 
supports for 
families are 

associated 
with

Policies that support families are investments 
in NC’s future prosperity. 
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North Carolina’s future prosperity requires caring for our children and 
fostering their healthy development. When we invest upstream in 
public policies and programs that build strong families and supportive 
communities, we build the safe, stable, and nurturing environments all 
children need. 
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